
Bluff Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes  
January 7, 2025 

Bluff Community Center at 4:00 p.m. 
190 N 3rd East P.O. Box 324 

435-672-9990 
 
Regular meetings are held the first three Tuesdays of every month at 4:00 p.m. Requests to be on the agenda may be submitted in 
writing to Ann Leppanen (ann@townofbluff.org) at least 4 days before the meeting. Agendas and minutes are posted at: 
townofbluff.org and audio, in addition, at the Utah Public Notice Website https://www.utah.gov/pmn/. The public can participate by 
telephone at 1 904-900-0507 (PIN: 364208783) or through meet.google.com/ytf-sjdx-csv. To view the livestream, or watch past 
recordings, please visit our YouTube channel:https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTqBxSP-Erhxq6muVMX6vdw. This meeting will 
be in person and virtual. 

 
4:02 Roll Call: Mayor Ann K. Leppanen, Luanne Hook, Jennifer Davila, Linda Sosa, Britt Hornsby 
Erin Nelson Town Manager 
Approval of Bluff Town Council Meeting Minutes from December 17, 2024:  Hornsby 
motioned to accept the minutes as submitted. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and 
Hornsby voted in favor. The motion passed unanimously. The minutes were approved. 
Public Comment: none 
Unfinished Business 
1. Discussion and Vote on Bluff Town Council Mayor Pro Tem for 2025: Sosa nominated 
Hornsby to continue as the Mayor Pro Tem. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and 
Hornsby voted in favor. The vote was unanimous. 
Discussion and Vote on Bluff Town Council Clerk for 2025: Hook nominated Sosa to continue 
as theTown Clerk. Hornsby seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. The 
vote was unanimous. 
Discussion and Vote on Bluff Town Council Treasurer for 2025: Hornsby nominated Davila to 
continue as Treasurer. Hook seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. The 
vote was unanimous. 
2. Discussion of Conflict of Interest Forms: Leppanen noted that Conflict of Interest forms are to 
be notarized and submitted to Sosa by January 31st. Leppanen also suggested considering whether to 
have Council members disclose any conflict of interest relative to any agenda item at the beginning of 
each meeting. 
3. Discussion of Required (Open and Public Meeting Act) and Discretionary Training for 
2025: The Open and Public Meeting Act (OPMA) training is required.  Nelson also mentioned that 
additional discretionary training is available on-line and is valuable in efforts to stay current. Leppanen 
mentioned that the completion of training related to discrimination and sexual harassment is noted 
favorably by insurance companies. Sosa noted that she had completed GRAMA training in August of 
2024. 
4. Update on Status of Road Survey and Engineering: Michael Haviken, chairman of the Roads 
Committee, joined this discussion. The survey is required by UDOT and is used to provide for the 
disbursement of funds for road maintenance.  The Town Council reviewed the report submitted by Brad 
Bunker, the County Surveyor, noting items concerning mileage updates, map revisions, quantity of paved 
and gravel surfaces, current road names, and calculations. It was decided to table this item for a vote at 
the next meeting. Haviken will contact Bunker to request document revisions and also requested that any 
additional input or concerns be emailed to him.    Jones & DeMille Engineering had inquired whether the 
Town would require a bid-bond for road erosion repairs. Consensus was reached to have Haviken 
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approve the previously voted-upon agreement with Jones and Demille engineering after receiving legal 
advice pertaining to a bid-bond.  
5. Update on San Juan County Commission Meeting and Building Inspection Agreement: 
Leppanen attended the SJC Commission meeting and suggested that at least 1 council representative 
attend future meetings.   Preliminary discussion of the Building Inspection Agreement is ongoing and will 
be addressed at a future work-session.  
6. Update on Status of International Dark Sky Application: Sarah Burak reported that the Dark 
Sky application was submitted on December 19th. Leppanen agreed to meet with Burak to complete the 
required checklist form.  Burak noted that it could be several months until the final determination is made 
by the Dark Sky Association.  
7. Update on Status of Solar Panels: Malia Collins, Project Manager, reported that the solar panels 
will be delivered tomorrow, January 8th with an invoiced amount of $2,200.00 for delivery. Leppanen 
mentioned sending a letter of thanks to AES and the City of Monticello. 
8. Update on Status of Grants:  Malia Collins, Project Manager, reported that:  

●​ The Utah Energy Efficiency and Block Grant Program has awarded $27,825.00 for lighting at the 
BCC. 

●​ The EPA grant application to replace UDB as a partner has been tentatively approved. 
●​ The Cultural Capital grant has been extended to June of 2025. 
●​ Collins will check on the status of the USDA grant. 

9. Report on Design Review Committee Meeting on January 2, 2025: Hornsby, Davila and 
Collins met with Janet Slowman Chee. It was noted that James VanReenan completed maintenance  at 
the CCC and that no progress was made concerning UDB’s outstanding bills. Slowman Chee stated that 
she would email and be in contact.   
10. Update on Subdivision Ordinance Work by Hansen and Final Billing: Leppanen reported 
that she signed the MOU agreement with the Hansen Group for work completed by 12/31/2024. The  
State will pay the final billing of $3,412.50 to the Hansen Group.  The proposed Appendix related to 
subdivision road standards will be discussed at a work session. 
New Business 
11. Discussion of Joint Work Session with Planning and Zoning and Bluff Town Council 
Work Session Topics: Leppanen is waiting to hear back from the Town Attorney and is suggesting 
that the joint work session be held on January 14th or 16th. The work session topics  will be generated by 
the Town Council and the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
12. Discussion and Vote on Agreement Between Utah Office of Energy Development 
(OED) and Town of Bluff to Upgrade Electrical and Update Lighting in Public 
Spaces/Buildings: This item will be moved to a future agenda. 
13. Report on January 2, 2025 Planning and Zoning Meeting: Hook reported that: 

●​ the RV Ordinance is near completion. 
●​ P&Z meetings are now on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 6PM. 
●​ P&Z has posted application notices to fill the vacant seat. 

14. Roads Department Update from December 6, 2024 Meeting: Hook 
reported that Jones & DeMille Engineering completed depth-tests of the old highway to determine 
viability.  Haviken stated that the core sample results indicate that the road base is substantial with 4 
inches of asphalt and 6 inches of base resulting in a less expensive project. 
15. Trash Can Options/Solutions for West Park and BCC: After discussion it was agreed to 
purchase 1 trash receptacle for West Park and 2 for the BCC.  



16. Railroad Tie Replacement BCC: Collins mentioned a public comment which noted the danger of 
falling over the railroad ties at the BCC in the dark.  Several options were discussed which Collins will 
continue to research. 
17. Other:    

●​ Leppanen mentioned that she and Hornsby were interviewed for an article on the Bears Ears 
Monument to be included in the February 2025 issue of Atlantic Monthly magazine.    

●​ Hook mentioned that there will be a grand opening ceremony for the ADA section of the River 
Trail at Sand Island sometime in the Spring. 

 
Hornsby motioned to adjourn. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and 
Hornsby voted in favor. The meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM. 
For requests to receive emails/meeting invitations, email linda@townofbluff.org 
 


