
Bluff Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes  
January 21, 2025 

Bluff Community Center at 4:00 p.m. 
190 N 3rd East P.O. Box 324 

435-672-9990 
 
Regular meetings are held the first three Tuesdays of every month at 4:00 p.m. Requests to be on the agenda may be 
submitted in writing to Ann Leppanen (ann@townofbluff.org) at least 4 days before the meeting. Agendas and minutes are 
posted at: townofbluff.org and audio, in addition, at the Utah Public Notice Website https://www.utah.gov/pmn/ The public 
can participate by telephone at 1 904-900-0507 (PIN: 364208783) or through meet.google.com/ytf-sjdx-csv. To view the 
livestream, or watch past recordings, please visit our YouTube channel:https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTqBxSP-
Erhxq6muVMX6vdw. This meeting was in person and virtual. 
 
4:02 Roll Call: Mayor Ann K. Leppanen, Luanne Hook, Jennifer Davila, Linda Sosa, Britt Hornsby 
Erin Nelson Town Manager 
 
Approval of Bluff Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes from January 7, 2025: Hornsby 
motioned to approve the minutes. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby 
voted in favor. The motion passed unanimously. The minutes were approved. 
 
Approval of Bluff Town Council Work Session Minutes from January 14, 2025: Hornsby 
motioned to accept the minutes as submitted. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and 
Hornsby voted in favor. The motion passed unanimously. The minutes were approved. 
 
Approval of Bluff Town Council and Planning and Zoning Joint Meeting with Legal Counsel on 
January 14, 2025: A correction was made to include an excused absence. Hornsby motioned to 
accept the minutes as corrected. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted 
in favor. The motion passed unanimously. The minutes were approved. 
 
Approval of Bluff Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes from January 14, 2025: 
Public Comment: A grammar correction was suggested. Hornsby motioned to accept the minutes as 
suggested. Davila seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. The motion 
passed unanimously. The minutes were approved. 
 
Public Comment: none 
 
Unfinished Business 
1. Discussion and Vote on the Class C Road Disbursement Submittal to Utah Department of 
Transportation; Request to add Appendix A on Road Standards to the Subdivision Ordinance: 
Michael Haviken, chairman of the Roads Committee, joined the conversation and reported that Brad 
Bunker had made corrections and returned the Disbursement Submittal form for Town Council 
approval. Hook noted that 4th West was corrected by taking private property off but that 6th West 
south of Larkspur was not removed and asked whether Bunker had looked up the ownership. 
Haviken responded that 6th West south of Larkspur was part of the town road system, that the 
County had turned it over to Bluff in 2018, and that no records show otherwise. Hook suggested 
taking 6th West South off the map as it could always be added back later. Leppanen noted that the 
town legal counsel has said that in the cases of disputed ownership, the remedy is to file a claim for 
clear title. Hook also noted that Bunker did add Butler Wash North and Willow between 5th and 8th 
but that some road names were not changed. 



Hook also noted that Phacelia was not added and inquired whether Bunker had been asked about 
that. Haviken replied that there had been no record of requests to add Phacelia as a town road. 
Leppanen made a motion to approve the Class C Road Disbursement Submittal to UDOT. Sosa 
seconded. 
Leppanen, Sosa, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. Hook voted against. The motion passed. 
Leppanen questioned and Haviken agreed to remain the point-of-contact. Hook mentioned that it 
shouldn’t be left to one person and that it would be good to have more than one person at meetings 
and on phone calls. 
 

2. Discussion of Possible Methods of Enforcement of the Town’s Ordinances: Leppanen noted 
that the nuisance law has been mentioned as an enforcement option and suggested that the Town 
Council review it. Leppanen agreed to compile a list of all the enforcement mentions within existing 
Bluff ordinances. This item will be addressed further at a work session in February. 

 
3. Report on Changes to Environmental Protection Agency Project / Report on Status of 

Environmental Protection Agency Government to Government Grant: The Town of Bluff remains 
in partnership with UDB. The Rural Utah Project Education Fund is a pass-through partner. 
 
Update on Cooperative Cultural Center Bid with Uncommon Architects: Collins reported that the 
DRC accepted the bid from Uncommon Architects and they will attend the DRC meeting on February 
6th. They asked for a list of project goals and challenges to facilitate the development of a design. 
Leppanen suggested meeting before the 6th and having a preparatory discussion. Hornsby 
mentioned the design plan having several stages. Collins noted that the architects requested input 
from all decision makers. Leppanen will request a letter to be sent to UDB from the town attorney 
emphasizing the necessity of attendance and participation in this meeting. Nelson and Davila noted 
that the grant is issued to the Town of Bluff and that future grants may be awarded for further work. 
April, who was the Project Officer, has moved on. Seena will remain the financial officer. April notified 
the Town that a sub-agreement with the Rural Utah Project Education Fund is needed. Collins also 
mentioned that the Quality Assurance Project Plan Request For Proposals regarding asbestos 
abatement is issued, is on the website and will be opened at the March DRC meeting. 
 

4. Report on DRC Meeting on Thursday, January 16, 2025: Discussion noted the outstanding utility 
invoices. Janet Slowman asked why UDB should pay utilities on a building which they cannot 
occupy. Leppanen noted that UDB has been provided that information multiple times and through 
multiple avenues. 
 

5. Discussion of DRC Participants and Possible Changes: covered previously 
 

6. Discussion of Culvert Maintenance and Vote to Pay Helgerson Property Management: 
Maintenance on 3 cattle guards was completed for $2,400 to be dispersed from the roads fund.. 
Hornsby motioned to pay the invoice from Helgerson Property Management. Davila seconded. 
Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 



New Business 
7. Discussion and Vote to Hire Pathways to Work on Succession Planning as an Addition to the 

Town of Bluff’s Strategic Plan: This item will be addressed at a work session in February. 
 

8. Update on Short Term Rental and Business Licenses: Sosa reported that the short-term rental 
licenses have been completed and the business licenses are in progress. 
 

9. Report on January 13, 2025 San Juan County Economic Development Meeting: Sosa reported 
that the Rural Grant applications are being accepted February 2 -7. A base-camp will be held on 
January 28th. They are also working on revitalizing the Chamber of Commerce. 
 

10. Discussion and Approval of New Desktop Computer for Town Offices: Hook motioned to 
approve the purchase of a new desktop for the town offices. Hornsby seconded. Leppanen, Sosa, 
Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. The motion passed unanimously 
 

11. Other: Leppanen noted the point-in-time census data is scheduled for January 30th and 31st and 
may run longer than a 4-day span. The fire department issued a reminder to clean up debris in 
preparation for fire season. Davila mentioned the successful Balloon Festival activities and extended 
thanks from the Business Owners of Bluff for the use of the Community Center. Leppanen 
reciprocated thanks to the Business Owners of Bluff. 
 
Hornsby motioned to move into executive session and to adjourn after that. Davila seconded. 
Leppanen, Sosa, Hook, Davila and Hornsby voted in favor. 
 

12. Executive Session to Discuss Imminent or Pending Litigation Pursuant to Utah Code 52-
4-204 

 
13. Adjourn: 

 
 
For requests to receive emails/meeting invitations, email linda@townofbluff.org 


