
 
Bluff Town Council and Utah Dine Bikeyah Joint Meeting  Minutes  

September 6, 2024 
Bluff Community Center at 11:00 a.m. 

190 N 3rd East       P.O. Box 324 
435-672-9990 

Regular meetings are held the first three Tuesdays of every month at 4:00 p.m.  
Requests to be on the agenda may be submitted in writing to Ann Leppanen 

(ann@townofbluff.org) at least 4 days before the meeting. Agendas and minutes are 
posted at: 

townofbluff.org and audio, in addition, at the Utah Public Notice Website. 
 This meeting was held in person 

 
Attendees: Bluff Town Council Members: Linda Sosa, Luanne Hook, Jennifer Davila, 
Ann K. Leppanen (Mayor); Erin Nelson, Town Manager. Britt Hornsby: Excused 
Absence. 
Utah Dine Bikeyah Board: Aldean Ketchum, Harve Holiday, Marilyn Holly, Evxx, Janet 
Slowman Chee (Executive Director). 
EPA Government to Government Project Manager and Facilitator: Malia Collins. 
 
The meeting began at 11:15 a.m. and was recorded as required by Utah’s Open and 
Public Meetings Act. Those recordings (of which there are three) are posted on the Utah 
Public Notice Website. The purpose of this joint meeting, which both entities had 
previously agreed to, was to discuss and vote on approval of one of the two qualified 
grants for architectural services. The two qualifying bids were from Uncommon 
Architects, LLC, for $176,000 and Indigenous Design Studio + Architecture for 
$473,220.45. 
Lunch was available at the beginning of the meeting. 
The Mayor for the Bluff Town Council opened the meeting with roll call and introduction 
by both entities of their participants. The meeting then was turned over to Malia Collins. 
Collins showed the participants a power point that walked them through the funding for 
the Cooperative Cultural Center with emphasis on the details of the Environmental 
Protection Act (EPA) grant. Three other grants were also discussed and Collins 
explained how those three grants dovetail into the EPA grant.  
Utah Dine Bikeyah (UDB) informed the Town of Bluff that the day before, September 5, 
2024, UDB held a board meeting and had voted to approve acceptance of the 
Indigenous Design Studio + Architecture. Collins had presented the same power point 
to UDB prior to their vote. In this meeting, members of UDB laid out their thoughts on 
why that bid was more appropriate. 
Following consultation with legal counsel, the Bluff Town Council advised UDB that a 
bid of $300,000 higher than the bid from Uncommon Architects would not be approved 
by the Bluff Town Council. The Bluff Town Council laid out their thoughts on why the 
lower bid was more appropriate. The criteria set forth in the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) could not be retroactively altered and 50% of the Evaluation Criteria is the Fee 
Schedule. 



The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:15 p.m. after discussions between the 
entities about reconvening Thursday, September 12th; however, Chee said she needed 
to meet with the UDB Board before another joint meeting.  
Leppanen stressed “time is of the essence.” No joint meeting was set. 
Recorded by Ann Leppanen 
 


