
Atachment 2.    Viewer Reac�on Time 

Members ques�on the 40 sq feet limit for signage in general.  Is there an industry standard from which 
this is derived?  Or was this chosen as an arbitrary parameter? 

The United States Sign Founda�on (USSC Founda�on) htps://usscfounda�on.org/ is a non-profit 
organiza�on founded in 1998 is an industry leader in performing on-premise, university level, sign 
research and publica�on of industry standards.  The USSC states that factors that determine the size of a 
sign include speed limit, lanes of traffic, distance from curb, legibility, and number of leters on the sign.   

One of the factors in calcula�ng sign size is Viewer Reac�on Time or VRT.  Drivers need an adequate 
amount of �me to comprehend, and safely act a�er reading a sign.  Viewers traveling along Highway 191 
are not looking at the sign from a fixed point directly in front of the sign.  We calculated Viewer Reac�on 
Time along Highway 191 in West Bluff.   

In Bluff, the VRT is primarily driven by the 40 mph speed limit on Highway 191.  The 40 mph speed limit 
of Highway 191 is the overwhelming driving factor in determining an appropriate area for a sign.  

Drivers traveling at 40 mph are traveling at a speed of 59 �/second.  For a complex highway, which 
Highway 191 is with its speed limit, the VRT is about 10 seconds.  Using this calcula�on, a driver would 
require approximately 590 feet to comprehend and act a�er seeing a sign on Highway 191.  For example, 
in West Bluff, Cotonwood Addi�on, commercial lots are 30 feet wide.  A block along Highway 191 has 12 
lots which translates to 360 linear feet of frontage per block.  Therefore, a driver would need to see a 
sign almost a block and a half in the distance to comprehend and safely perform an ac�on.   
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